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Christine Symes, 

DCLG. 

Zone 3/J2 


Mr.John Doman 
Great Bams 
Oak avenue 
Crays Hill 
CM 11 2 YE. 


Dear Madam, 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to Basildon District Councils 
Response to your request for further information re- There timetable for G+T DPD. 

It is with a great deal of trepidation I write to you. You say in para.5 of the letter of the 
2 nd Nov. that “This letter should not be read as any indication as to her attitude to the 
proposals one way or the other” yet by virtue of the request for information as to 
“any agreed timescales for identifying further Gypsy and Traveller sites” as of para3, 

It appears that any forthcoming decision regarding the future of the unauthorised 
Development rests with BDC.providing alternative sites. 

The obvious outcome is that The Secretary of State will give Temporary Permission 
Until such time as this action is taken. 


Madam before I respond directly to the comments and points raised by BDC., I ask 
that you allow me to make you aware of some facts I feel are imperative and may 
carry much weight in the decision you must make on the future of this development. 

Madam this site is neither sustainable or Inclusive. There has been no attempt to 
engage or Integrate with the settled community. 

It is now so vast it poses a very real threat not only to the settled community, but to the 
well being of the inhabitants of the authorised section of this development in 
particular. 

Madam Trevor Phillips of the CRE. Spoke this year of his concerns that we are 
creating Ghettos, this is precisely what is happening at “Dale Farm”. 

Its residents have created a Ghetto , assisted in part by decisions to allow extended 
periods of compliance by the ODPM. 

These decisions , worthy as I am sure they appeared, were seen as a green light to 
further expansion by the inhabitants. 

Madam it is my submission that any further extension, or Temporary Permission will 
be viewed similarly, with possible catastrophic outcome’s for all concerned. 

Madam BDC. Make mention of the dense population of this site, and I am sure you are 
well aware of previous recommendations from The Select Committee, Gypsy Council 


And Traveller Law Reform relating to size . 

Circular 01/2006 has not set a size , you may well ask why? 

Could the answer have any thing to do with the density of established unauthorised 
Developments that preceded the Circular,? I hope not. 

Madam having experienced life living on the edge of Europe’s largest Traveller site 
I can report that this section of the Circular will need revisiting for it to have any 
chance of success. 

Madam BDC. Mention the small lane that serves as access to both the , Authorised and 
unauthorised sites as well as the settled community that lives within the area. 

It positively groans under the vast amount of traffic it was never designed for . 

It has to service not only the residents and there day to day activities, but also cater for 
huge vehicles from the continent that form part of the business activities of the site. 
Madam overhead phone lines and electricity cables are often damaged as a result 
Of the traffic, added to the damage to frontages of property this only adds more weight 
to the inappropriateness of the site. 

These facts are undisputed by Counsel for the appellants, there proposals to alleviate 
The problem are farcical, road widening , footpaths and drainage, the cost would run 
to millions alone but they omitted to point out land fronting properties owned by the 
settled community would be subject to a CPO. To enable advancement of this project. 
Also hedgerows and Oak tree’s would be sacrificed to accommodate. 

Madam the intensified occupation of this site has already lead in part to a fire that was 
able to spread rapidly from one caravan to another, this was also to lead to the loss of 
two peoples lives. It was a god send that children in another caravan in close proximity 
Were evacuated in time, before they suffered similar fates. 

Madam surely a responsible Government will take heed and take a course of action to 
mitigate, no, eliminate the possibility of this happening again. 

The residents of both the unauthorised and authorised sites ,that are continually sub- 
dividing need to be warned ,indeed stopped before another catastrophe occurs. 

Madam the site suffers from a total lack of adequate facilities to accommodate the 
residents sewage requirements. No main drainage exists, resulting in pollution to 
surrounding ditches and fields. BDC. Operatives are currently trying to stem an 
outbreak of vermin on the site. 


The site has had a meningitis outbreak leading to 493 people from the site having to be 
inoculated. 

Madam the intensification and sewage problems relating to the site will I hope carry 
great weight when making your decision I am sure. 


Madam, finally BDC. Made mention of the impact the site has had on the settled 
community. 

We the residents have endured some of the most appalling behaviour imaginable 
In a tolerant society. 

We have endured everything up to and including a Murder. I can not count the number 
of times Police have responded to incidents relating to the site, Police Helicopter’s 
Road blocks and Armed swat teams have been considered the only response able to 
maintain proper control at times. 

Madam , surely this is not now to be the norm for residents of our village. 

Surely this is not the vision of Sustainability, appropriate places and Integrated 
societies that will be born of Circular 01/2006. 

It is a huge decision that you are about to take , Please , I ask you, give it much 
consideration, for the future of the settled community as much as those of the 
Travellers depends on it. 


Regards, 

John Dornan. 
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